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journalist, Mr William Stead, supported the movement, but
there were a number of converging forces producing it, until it
reached its height in the last years before the death of Queen
Victoria.   The fact that Egypt had been virtually annexed
though still in theory a foreign country, in which England only
had a resident (but maintained a garrison), the possession of
the Suez Canal, the development of rapid and continuous com-
munication with the East and of more and more rapid com-
munication in all transoceanic travel and commerce, the vast
new investment conducted under the growing power of the
banks, whereby English money developed the English-speaking
world and the Argentine—all these things made for the new
movement, as did also the changes in the structure of English
society, particularly the greater effect of the urban Press and
the weakening of local associations.   The movement received
great impetus towards the end of the period by the conquest
of the Sudan, the subsequent humiliation of the French at
Fashoda, and the challenge thrown down to Imperialism in
South Africa.
In the Sudan General Gordon had been sent to the Upper
Nile in the mid-eighties; he was confronted with a Moham-
medan rising in which he lost his life, and the Sudan itself was
lost to Egypt, an effort to rescue him having failed. All this
was in 1884 an<3 1885, but before the end of the century an
expedition was organized to recover the lost territory. The
decision to do this was taken in 1896, eleven years after the
first victory of the Mohammedans under their leader (or Mahdi)
and the death of Gordon. On September 2, 1898, the Mahdi's
army was annihilated by Sir Herbert Kitchener at the battle of
Omdurman, and Khartoum, from which Gordon had ruled
when he was besieged and killed, was reoccupied.
Meanwhile the French had been sending an expedition across
Africa towards the Upper Nile, and they had raised their flag at
Fashoda some weeks before the battle of Omdurman had been
fought. The danger of war between the two nations was
avoided by the French giving way, and in the spring of the nest
year, 1899, they surrendered all claim to Sudanese territory.
It was in one aspect another step in the decline of French power
in Europe, which had begun with the war of 1870; but those
who have lived to a later day will look at it in another aspect as
well. * The French at Fashoda, as later also during the Boer
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